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Economic Impact Screening Assessment – Duty of Candour & Being Open – Policy Proposals for formal consultation 
 
Introduction 
This Economic impact screening assessment has been undertaken for the purposes of determining whether the policy proposals for the 
statutory duty of candour and being open are likely to have a direct or indirect impact on the local economy. 
 
Background 
The policy objective is to implement recommendations 1, 2, 3, 4, and 6 from the report of the Inquiry into Hyponatraemia-related 
deaths, undertaken by Sir John O’Hara and published in January 2018. 
 
Implementation of these recommendations would introduce a statutory requirement for every healthcare organisation and everyone 
working for them to be open and honest in all their dealing with patients and the public.  Criminal liability would attach to breach of this 
duty, and obstruction of another in the performance of this duty.  The introduction of these duties would be accompanied by 
unequivocal guidance issued by the DOH regarding what is expected to ensure compliance, accompanied by appropriate training, as 
well as support and protection for those who properly fulfil their duty. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 Screening Questions Response to 

Screening 

Questions 

Full 

Appraisal 

Required 

Justification/Key Issues and Groups to Focus On 

 Is the policy or amendment to the 

policy likely to have a direct or 

indirect impact on the economy 

No No The draft policy proposals for the statutory duty of 

candour and being open are high-level at this stage, and 

further policy development is required in order to 

determine their potential impact.  Whilst it is not felt that 

the policy will have a direct or indirect impact on the 

economy at this stage, this will be revisited post-

consultation.  

 Is the policy or amendment to the 

policy likely to have a direct or 

indirect impact on community and 

voluntary sector 

Yes No The community and voluntary sector is included within 

the proposed draft scope of the statutory duty of candour 

and being open policies.  Further policy development is 

required in order to determine the potential economic 

impact of the policy on the community and voluntary 

sector, and this will be undertaken post-consultation. 

 Conclusion  No A full Economic Appraisal is not required at this stage, 

but this decision will be revisited post-consultation once 

the policy proposals have been further developed.  As 

part of the public consultation exercise, feedback has 

been requested from stakeholders regarding the 



potential economic impact of the draft policy proposals. 
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