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This Call for Evidence (CfE) primarily seeks your views about potentially 

changing the frequency of MOT testing of private cars and light goods 

vehicles after their initial test at 4 years and 3 years respectively.  

At present, subsequent MOT tests are conducted annually but in 2020 I made 

it clear that I was actively considering the option of moving to biennial testing 

(every two years) for these vehicles, taking account of all the implications 

associated with this option. In addition, I also believe there is merit in 

considering whether motorcycles should also be tested biennially after their 

initial MOT test. 

Due to the impact of Covid-19, work on this CfE exercise was delayed as the 

focus of my officials turned to dealing with the pandemic, including developing 

and administering financial support schemes. However, as we progress out of 

the pandemic I have decided now is the time to ask the public and those with 

a direct interest in MOT testing, road safety and environmental protection for 

their views.  

I realise there will be those in Northern Ireland who favour a change in the 

frequency of MOT testing and others opposed to any change to the current 

process. Therefore, I would encourage you to respond to the CfE putting 

forward your views, if possible with supporting verifiable evidence. I would 

however, emphasise that regardless of the frequency of MOT testing, the 

statutory responsibility to ensure that a vehicle is roadworthy rests with the 

owner at all times.  

Once the responses to the Call for Evidence have been analysed, my officials 

will provide me with a report, at which time I will consider what action to take. 

Due to timing, it is not possible to make legislative change within this 

mandate, even if it was considered appropriate. I nevertheless feel it is 

important to give an opportunity to the public and those with a direct interest in 

this issue to express their views. Any change to the current position will then 

be a matter for consideration in the next Assembly mandate. 

 

Nichola Mallon MLA 

Minister for Infrastructure  

                                                                     

August 2021 


